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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


TO  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WOODBRIDGE 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  the  Report  for  the  year  1938. 

The  duties  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  have  been  carried 
out  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Goldfinch. 

The  duties  of  Medical  Officer  iof  Health  were  carried  out  by 
Dr.  W.  W.  Crawford1  until  11th  April;  thereafter  by  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Whiteford. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Woo  db  ridge 

Area  in  acres,  1,097. 

Estimated  population  (Registrar  General)  was  4,959,  an  increase 
of  103  over  the  figures  for  1937. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1938  according  to 
Rate  Book  is  1,653,  an  increase  of  58  on  the  figures  for  1937. 

Rateable  value,  £30,800. 

The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  £119  4s.  7d. 

The  Town  is  chiefly  residential,  and  development  is  mainly  to 
the  South  of  the  sweep  of  the  by-pass  road. 

Unemployment  figures  in  the  Town  still  keep  to  a  gratifyingly 
low  level. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  figures  are  calculated  on  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimated  population  for  mid-year  1938,  i.e.,  4,959. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

67 

33 

34 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Total 

71 

35 

36 

The  birth  rate  is  therefore  14.3  per  1,000  as  compared  with 
13.6  in  1937.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Walels 
for  1938  was  15.1. 

Still  Births.  Total  Male  Female 

3  1  2 

All  the  still  births  were  legitimate.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
is  40.5,  the  rate  per  1,000  population  is  0.60,  thait  for  England 
and  Wales  per  1,000  population  is  0.60. 

Death  Rate.  Total  Male  Female 

75  33  42 

The  Death  Rate,  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  for  1938 
is  15.1  per  1,000;  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 

The  Death  Rate  for  Woodbridge  during  1937  was  13.4. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (total 
deaths  4)  per  1,000  live  births  is  56.3;  that  for  England  and  Wales 
is  53. 

Death  Rate  of 

(i)  Legitimate  Infants  (total  deaths  4)  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  is  59.7. 

(ii)  Illegitimate  Infants  (total  deaths  Nil)  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  is  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  None. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  None. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  None. 


2 


An  analysis  of  the  age  groups  of  those  dying  during  193S 
shows  that  of  75  deaths  there  were  38  at  ages  of  70  years  and 
over,  i.e.,  roughly  50o/o. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death:— 

M  F 
1  1 

4  6 

1  3 

3  0 

1  2 

12  12 
0  2 
0  1 

2  0 
1  2 

1  4 

3  0 

2  2 

0  3 

1  1 

1  3 

Totals  33  42 


DEATHS  IN  INSTITUTIONS 


Seckford  Almshouses  ...  ...  6 

Infirmaries  ...  ...  11 

Hospitals  ...  ...  14 

St.  Audry’s  Hospital  ...  ...  0 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  4 

Sanatoria  ...  ...  2 


Total  37 

The  health  services  of  the  district  remain  unaltered. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  East  Suffolk  County  Council 
Laboratory  at  Ipswich  is  available  for  all  examinations  or  analyses 
of  chemical  specimens,  water,  milk  and  foods.  ' 


Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Congenital  Causes 
Diabetes 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disorders 
Influenza 
Nephritis 
Pneumonia 
Senility 
Suicide 

Other  Violence 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory- 
Tuberculosis — other  forms 
Other  defined  causes 


System 


Ambulance  Facilities. — 

(a)  Infectious  Disease — Ipswich  Corporation  Ambulance. 

(b)  Infectious  Disease  and  Accidents — East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich 
Hospital  Ambulance,  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
Ambulance,  Ipswich. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  is  carried  on  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association  in  collaboration  with  the  County  Council. 

Treatment  Centre  and  Clinics. — There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  under  the  aegis  of  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals. — 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  Ipswich  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Tuberculosis. — 

(i)  pulmonary  types  are  sent  to  the  County  Sanatoria  at 
Normanstown  or  Ipswich  Sanatorium  or  Ipswich 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(ii)  non-pulmonary1  types  are  treated  at  Fa  sit  Suffolk  and 
Ipswich  Hospital. 

Maternity  and1  Nursing  Home. — There  is  one  Home  in  the  Urban 
District. 

All  remaining  Health  Services  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Count v  Council. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Local  Acts,  Special  Local  Orders,  General  Adoptive  Acts  and 
Bye-Laws  Relating  to  Public  Health  in  Force  in  the  Area. 

20th  May,  1896. — Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act. 

20th  May,  1896. — Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

22nd  July,  1932. — Bye-laws  in  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses  (humane 

killer). 

20th  Dec.,  1924. — The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

1925. — Public  Health  Act,  1925 — partly  in  force,  partly 

adoptive. 

14th  July,  1925. — Tuberculosis  Order,  1925  (Animals). 

August,  1925. — Tuberculosis  Order,  1925.  No.  2  (Meat  Inspection) 

7th  Aug.,  1925. — Public  Health  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

1st.  Sept.,  1925. — Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915  (Commence¬ 
ment  of  Operation)  Order,  1925. 

31st  July,  1926. — Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  neonatorum)  Regulations. 
31st.  July,  1926. — Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 

Pyrexia  Regulations. 

16th  August,  1930. — The  Housing  Act,  1930. 

1st  January,  1931. — Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

25th  Nov.,  1933. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  Section  83. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Total  Ane  Groups  admtd  Total 

Disease  Cases  0-  1-  5-  10-  15-  20-  25-  35-  45-  65  &  to  deaths 

notified  u pds  hospl 


Smallpox 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

_ 

3 

22 

8 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

15 

- 

Diphtheria 

_ 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

_ 

_ 

» 

- 

. 

. 

i 

A. 

- 

. 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

6 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

. 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

A  nterio- Poliomyelitis 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

3 

1 

2 

1 

" 

Scarlet  Fever,  though  not  assuming  epidemic  proportions,  showed 
a  higher  incidence  than  has  obtained  for  some  time.  The  bulk  of 
the  cases  occurred  among  young  school  children,  and  the  areas 

affected  most  were  at  opposite  ends  of  the  Urban  District. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 

The  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  from  Hospital. 


The  cost  of  treatment,  prevention,  and  notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  during  1938  and  the  four  previous  years  is  as  under: — 


Year  ended 

31st  March,  1934 

55 

„  1935 

55 

1936 

55 

„  1937 

>y 

„  1938 

£11  4  6 

£163  3  10 
£118  16  7 
£234  12  8 

£119  4  9 


Tuberculosis. 


Pul  mo  n 

NEW 

ary 

CXSKS 

Non-Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

A  ge 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

1- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5- 

. 

. 

1 

- 

. 

. 

10- 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

15- 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

- 

l 

_ 

20- 

. 

. 

- 

. 

- 

i 

-  _ 

25- 

2 

l 

_ 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

35- 

1 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

45- 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

_  - 

55- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

l 

_  - 

65  and  upwards 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

One  male  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  moved  into  the  area 
from  another  district. 
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Removals  from  Tuberculosis  Register  diuring  1937. 


Diagnosis  not  established 
Removed  to  other  districts 
Cured 


None 

One  female  pulmonary  case 
One  female  non-pulmonary  case 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 — ■ 
No  action  required. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  172 — No  action  required. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply — The  Woodbridge  Water  Company  supplied,  as  in 
former  years,  water  to  the  urban  area  and  parts  of  the 
rural  area  immediately  adjoining  Woodbridge. 

A  percentage  rateable  value  is  charged,  and  new  supplies  are 
undertaken  as  requested.  During  the  year  47  properties  were 
connected  for  the  first  time.  Altogether  about  1,037  premises  are  on 
the  mains  supply. 

The  remainder  of  the  houses  have  well-water,  and  regular  samples 
are  taken  from  the  wells.  In  cases  where  unsatisfactory  samples 
are  obtained,  the  houses  are  connected  to  the  mains. 

The  Water  Company’s  water  is  sampled  at  fortnightly 
intervals,  by  the  Woodbridge  U.D.C.  and  Deben  R.D.C.  alternately, 
Samples  have  shown  uniform  standards  of  purity. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  scheme  for  the  sewering  of 
Woodbridlge  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  Navern  Brook  which  receives  in 
addition  to  storm  and  spring  water,  sewage  from  some  parts  of  the  town, 
is  periodically  cleansed',  but  until  the  Sewerage  scheme  is  in* 
being,  conditions  will  remain  unsatisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  were  no  conversions  from  the 
conservancy  system  during  the  year,  but  all  new  houses  have  W.C/’s 
with  septic  tank  disposal  systems. 


No.  of  earth  closets 
No.  of  water  closets 


978 

about  730 
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Public  Cleansing.— House  refuse  is  collected  by  the  U.D.C.  lorries 
and  dealt  with  at  the  Incinerator.  In  addition  traders  bring  their 
refuse  for  disposal,  and  the  refuse  from  Melton  and  Orford  in  the 
Deben  Rural  District  was  also  dealt  with  until  September,  whefci 
the  Deben  R.D.C.  made  other  arrangements. 


Collected  by  U.D.C.  Lorries  ...  5448  cubic  yards  1090  tons 
Trade  refuse  brought  for  disposal 


by  traders'  own  vehicles 

1216 

>> 

243  „ 

Refuse 

from  Melton  and  Orford 

483 

)> 

97  „ 

Night 

Soil.— 

7147 

1430 

Collected  from  E.C.  Pans  120,000  galls,  about  536  tons 

Collected  from  Cesspools  89,000  galls,  about  353  tons 


Totals  209,000  „  „  889  „ 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Shops. — No  action  required  under  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act. 
il934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  in  shops  and 
to  sanitary  conveniences  in  shops. 

Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  licenced  camping  sites  in  the 
urban  district. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  necessary. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  bath,  open  to  the  public,  in  ithe 
area.  It  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  }the  River  Deben.  This 
being  a  tidal  river,  advantage  is  taken  of  high  tide  to  fill  the 
pool  once  every  twenty-four  hours. 

The  pool  is  drained  about  9  p.m.  nightly,  and  the  walls  and  floor 
of  the  reservoir  are  scrubbed  with  a  dilute  solution  of  a  chlorine 
preparation.  At  high  tide  the  pump  is  turned  on,  the  water  passing 
through  a  cloth  filter,  and  being  treated  with  Voxsan,  a  chlorine 
preparation  in  the  proportion  1  part  in  100,000. 


7 


This  has  been  found  to  effect  cleanliness  and  vvholesomeness 
in  the  use  and  appearance  of  the  bath.  During  rush  periodsi, 

there  is  maintained  a  constant  slight  overflow,  and  this  is  an  added 

factor  towards  cleanliness. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  Nil 

Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 

bed  bugs.  Fumigant  and/or  insecticide  used. — 

Spraying  with  Zaldecide 

(3)  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings 

ot  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 


Council 

houses— Preliminary 

inspection 

by 

the 

Sanitary 

Inspector. 

(4;  Work  of 

disinfestation  is 

carried  out 

by 

the 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Department 

(5)  Measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  education 
of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation 
after  cleansing. — Information  and  advice  from  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Department. 

Schools. 

The  sanitation  and  water  supply  of  schools  in  the  area  was 
satisfactory.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  School 
Medical  Officer,  is  responsible  for  the  detailed  report  on  this,  and 
on  any  action  taken  in  the  way  of  closure,  etc.  During  1938  no 
school  closures  were  effected. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — The  County  Council,  through  its  officers,  is 
responsible  for  the  sampling  of  milk  in  the  area,  and  for  the 
administration  of  the  relevant  Orders. 

Meat. — Nothing  to  report. 

Adulteration,  Etc. — The  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
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Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Regulations. 
Nutrition. — No  action  taken. 

Shellfish  (MoIIuscan). — There  are  no  beds  or  layings  of  shellfish 
in  the  area. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  and  work  is  finished  or  in  progress  on: — 

14  New  dwelling  houses 
14  Additions  to  existing  buildings 
8  New  Garages 
2  Extensions  to  Factories 

«* 

Total  38 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwel'ing-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  6 


20 

32 


53 

86 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 


(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d) .— Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separaie  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. — 


(a)  (i)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  3 

(ii)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  20 

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  12 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to'  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  M.O.H.  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  0 

Inspector’s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  for  the  Year  ending 

December,  31st  1938. 

No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

„  Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  167 

„  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  etc.  ...  ...  118 

House  drains  laid,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc....  ...  34 

„  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

„  Accumulations  of  filth,  etc.,  removed  ...  ...  12 

„  Samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

„  Structural  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  22 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  3 

„  Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

„  Factories  and  workshops  inspected  ...  ...  32 

„  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(Signed)  W.  J.  GOLDFINCH, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspectoi , 
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